Proposed Changes to the 
Voluntary Accelerated Vehicle Retirement (VAVR) Regulation
The following is a description of the proposed changes to the 2002 VAVR regulation.  The changes include the authorization for the optional use of remote sensing devices (RSD) and other technologies to identify high emitting vehicles in revised Section 2610, Identification of High Emitting Vehicles.  Section 2608, Emission Reduction Credits, was modified to include the generation of extra emission reduction credits for the voluntary retirement of high emitting vehicles.  Original Section 2610, Pilot Program, was replaced, as the pilot program was completed.  Section 2611 was also deleted as funding for VAVR programs under measure M1 did not materialize.  Other sections were edited to improve clarity, correct grammatical and organizational errors, and increase consistency within the regulation.
In general, subsections that did not relate directly to a particular section were moved to those sections to which they more directly applied.  Some rewording was incorporated to improve clarity and to change some options into requirements to improve accountability for administering and operating VAVR programs.  Minor spelling, grammatical, and organizational changes were made throughout the regulation to improve clarity and readability.  Additionally, references were changed to incorporate changes within the document.  

To assist the reader in understanding what changes were made to the regulation and why, the changes to each section are noted below according to section.  To better understand the various changes to the 2002 regulation, it is recommended to read the following narrative along with a copy of the underlined and strike-out 2006 regulation.
Section 2601  Definitions:
Major changes include arranging the definitions by alphabetical order, deleting outdated and unused definitions, and adding new definitions.
The following definitions were deleted:  pilot program, SIP, measure M1, gross polluter, high emitter, and inspection and maintenance program.  The first three terms were deleted as the pilot program has been completed, and measure M1 of the SIP no longer applies to the VAVR regulation.  The terms gross emitter and high emitter were not used in the 2002 VAVR regulation and are not used in the 2006 updated version.  Both terms were replaced by a new term, high emitting vehicle.  The new term is defined pursuant to the Bureau of Automotive Repairs (BAR) Accelerated Simulation Mode Emission Standards and Gross Polluter Standards located in Title 16, Division 33, Article 5.5, Section 3340.42 of the California Code of Regulations.  The term Smog Check was used in place of inspection and maintenance program, as the Smog Check is more universally recognized by the public.

Seven definitions were added including:  day, dismantle, high emitting vehicle, remote sensing device, Smog Check, useful life, and VAVR enterprise.  The term day was added to clarify that a day is any weekday including weekend days to distinguish it from a working day.  Dismantle replaces the term crush that was used throughout the 2002 regulation to allow other means of destroying a vehicle than crushing.  The term high emitting vehicle replaces the terms gross polluter and high emitter, as neither term was clearly defined by published emission standards.  The term remote sensing devices or RSD was added as a technology that can be used to identify high emitting vehicles.  As noted, the term Smog Check replaced inspection and maintenance program due to its more universal recognition.  The term useful life is used in the legislation that authorizes the VAVR regulation and has now been defined to clarify what condition a vehicle must be in to be eligible for inclusion in a VAVR program.  The final term, VAVR enterprise, was added to define a previously undefined term that was used in the 2002 regulation.
Section 2602  District Responsibility:
Old subsection (b) “All operators of VAVR enterprises . . .”  was moved to Section 2604, as the subsection did not relate to district responsibilities but was directly related to VAVR enterprise operator requirements.  
Old subsections (c) and (d) were combined into new subsection (b) to reduce verbiage and provide a list of district responsibilities.

New subsection (d) “District approval to generate . . . “ was moved from Section 2609, as it was directly related to district responsibilities.  

Language was changed to clarify that districts did not just have “responsibility” for certain actions but “shall” perform them as noted in new subsections (b) and (c).
Section 2603  Vehicle Eligibility:
A major change to this section was replacing the 120 day DMV registration in the district for vehicle eligibility to 24 months in subsection (a)(2).  This change was made to conform the regulation with the requirements of the underlying legislation. 

Old subsection (a)(2)(A) was deleted, as it no longer applied due to residency requirement changes.
New subsections (a)(2)(B) and (C) were added to be consistent with the original 1996 VAVR regulation and to add some flexibility to the 24 month residency requirement.
New language was added to clearly define what a light duty vehicle is in new subsection (a)(3).

Old subsection (a)(4) was deleted as it was redundant to subsection (b)(1).

Language was added to clarify that Smog Checks must be completed by BAR licensed technicians in new subsection (a)(6).
New subsection (a)(7) was added defining the term “tampering” specifying that tampered vehicles are not eligible for VAVR programs until all of the tampering is corrected, consistent with the letter and intent of the underlying legislation.

Additional language was added and sentences rearranged to clarify the requirements for the equipment and the functional eligibility inspections throughout subsection (b). 

Section 2604  VAVR Enterprise Operator Requirements:
Subsection (a) “All owners and operators . . .” was moved from Section 2602 as it more accurately applied to this section.  
Subsections (j) “Violation of any provision of these regulations . . . “ and (k) “Violations of any provision of Setioln 2603 . . . “ were moved from Section 2609 to this section, as they more directly applied to this section and emphasize the consequences of violating any provisions of this regulation.
Some subsections were reworded to improve clarity such as providing a list of compliance requirements rather than presenting them in a single sentence sequence as in new subsection (c)(3).

Section 2605  Offering Vehicles to the Public:
Minor changes included adding acronyms and deleting unnecessary references.

Section 2606  Parts Recycling and Resale:
Minor changes were made to capitalization, punctuation, and references.
Subsection (e) was reworded to improve clarity by listing compliance requirements rather than including them in a single sentence sequence.
Section 2607  Advertising:
Minor changes were made in punctuation and by deletion of excess verbiage.  

Section 2608  Emission Reduction Credits:
This section was substantially revised by rearranging subsections for greater clarification, by authorizing the generation of extra emission reduction credits, and by including subsections from other sections that were appropriately contained in this section.
New subsection (a) was repositioned to clarify  that emission reduction credits are marketable.
New subsections (b), (c), (d), and (e) were moved from Section 2609, as they were more directly related to the approval of emission reduction credits.

New subsection (f) was repositioned to add emphasis that emission reduction credits have a default lifetime of three years.

Subsection (g) was revised to remove excess verbiage, to improve clarity, and to specify the location of the calculation methodology for default emission reductions.

New subsection (h) was added to authorize the issuance of extra emission reduction credits, state that the ARB will provide a calculation methodology, and provide the criteria that the ARB will use to evaluate alternative methodologies.
Section 2609  Records and Auditing:
This section was revised by moving old subsections (a)(4), (5), (6), and (7)(B) to other sections in which the content fit was better.
Additional changes were made by deleting excess verbiage and modifying language to change a “responsible for” action into a “shall” as in new subsection (b).

Section 2610  Pilot Program:
This section was deleted and replaced by new Section 2610, as the pilot program was completed.

Section 2610  Identification of High Emitting Vehicles:
This is an entirely new section that authorizes the use of remote sensing devices (RSD) and other ARB-approved technologies to identify vehicles that emit pollutants in excess of the ASM test pass/fail limits established by BAR.

Subsection (a) authorizes the use of RSD and other ARB-approved technologies to identify high emitting vehicles.
Subsection (b) specifies that the use of these technologies is optional.

Subsection (c) requires that high emitting vehicle VAVR programs comply with all other requirements of the VAVR regulation.

Subsection (d) requires anyone wanting to operate a high emitting vehicle VAVR program to submit a detailed plan for ARB approval.

Subsection (e) states that all equipment must be operated correctly.

Subsection (f) authorizes the generation of extra emission reduction credits for retiring eligible vehicles.

Subsection (g) lists the criteria that the ARB will use to evaluate a high emitting vehicle VAVR plan.

Section 2611  Procurement of Credits for SIP Measure M1:
This section was deleted as funding for M1 did not materialize.
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