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Attention: Robert Cross
California Air Resources Board
100 I "I" Street
P.O. Box 2815
Sacramento, CA 95812

samTrans

RE: Bay Area Proposal for Changes to CARB's Zero Emission Bus Requirements

Dear Mr. Cross:

This letter presents a proposal for revisions to the California Air Resources Board
(CARB) Zero Emission Bus (ZEB) requirements for public transit operators which was
jointly developed by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC), the
metropolitan planning organization for the nine-county San Francisco Bay Area, and the
region's five largest bus transit operators: Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District (AC
Transit), Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), San Francisco Municipal
Transportation Agency (SFMTA), Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation
District (Golden Gate Transit) and San Mateo County Transit District (SamTrans). We
appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed revisions to the ZEB
requirements that were presented by CARB staff at the April 14 ZEB workshop, and to
present an alternative proposal.

MTC and the five major Bay Area bus operators are committed to furthering fuel cell
technology and implementation of a meaningful ZEB demonstration project. Our
proposal takes advantage of momentum created by the two ZEB demonstrations currently
underway in the region to help reach the next threshold in the development of
commercially viable fuel cell technology. At the same time, our proposal recognizes the
practical limitations on our ability to implement that technology on a larger scale in the
near future.
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