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Eligibility for Low-Population County Status

The Fleet Rule for Public Agencies and Utilities (Rule) provides a Low-Population County implementation schedule for municipalities that satisfy certain criteria.  This implementation schedule allows a Low-Population County additional time to comply with the requirements of the Rule.  Twenty-three (23) counties are identified in Table 2, title 13, California Code of Regulations, section 2022.1 as eligible to take advantage of the alternative implementation schedule.  These counties are identified in Table A below. 


Table A1 – Low-Population Counties
	Alpine
	Glenn
	Mendocino
	San Benito
	Trinity

	Amador
	Inyo
	Modoc
	Sierra
	Tuolumne

	Calaveras
	Lake
	Mono
	Siskiyou
	Yuba

	Colusa
	Lassen
	Nevada
	Sutter
	

	Del Norte
	Mariposa
	Plumas
	Tehama
	


1Derived from Table 2-Low-Population Counties, title 13, California Code of Regulations, 
section 2022.1 (c)(2).

Additional municipalities or utilities located in counties not specifically named by the regulation (Table A) may qualify for Low-Population County Status provided certain criteria are met and provided that their operations are not supported by a special district assessment or fee.  A municipality or utility located in one of the Low-Population Counties listed in Table A above is NOT required to submit an application for eligibility as a Low-Population County.

There are two types of applications to receive Low-Population County Status, county-wide fleet and municipal fleet.  In order to apply, a fleet must meet the following conditions:


County-wide fleet seeking Low-Population County Status 

A county-wide fleet located in a county with a population greater than 125,000 but less than 325,000 as of July 1, 2005, may be eligible for Low-Population County Status.  Fourteen (14) counties have been identified as eligible to apply and are listed in Table B below. 
Table B – Counties with a Population between 125,000 and 325,000

	Butte
	Imperial
	Marin
	Placer
	Shasta

	El Dorado
	Kings
	Merced
	San Luis Obispo
	Yolo

	Humboldt
	Madera
	 Napa
	Santa Cruz
	


The county-wide fleets operating with in the above counties may qualify for Low-Population County Status provided that the county population does not exceed 125,000 when subtracting the population of the cities with their own municipal fleets from the county population.  The city populations are based on the January 1, 2006 Department of Finance population estimate.  In addition, the county-wide fleet may not operate within the boundaries of cities for which the population was subtracted to meet the population requirement.  County-wide fleets located in any other county not listed in Table A or Table B (above) DO NOT meet the minimum requirements for qualification.

Municipal fleet seeking Low-Population County Fleet Status 

A municipality with a population of less than 50,000 people may apply for Low-Population County Status, provided the city is designated an Urban Cluster (UC) or rural area, as defined by the United States Census Bureau and as classified in the year 2000 census.  For information on population, UC and rural area designations, go to Counting California at http://countingcalifornia.cdlib.org/ as described below.
Application for Low-Population County Status

A municipality or utility must determine its applicability according to the eligibility requirements discussed above.

County-wide fleets:  Identify the county population as of July 1, 2005 by going to the Department of Finance webpage titled “Reports and Papers” at http://www.dof.ca.gov/HTML/DEMOGRAP/ReportsPapers/ReportsPapers.asp.  Under estimates, click on E-2 California County Estimates and obtain the county population as of July 1, 2005.  To obtain the city population estimates as of January 1, 2006 for subtraction from the county population, go to the Department of Finance webpage titled “Reports and Papers” at http://www.dof.ca.gov/HTML/DEMOGRAP/ReportsPapers/ReportsPapers.asp.  Under estimates, click on E1 City/County Population Estimates, and then click on E-1 City / County Population Estimates, 2006.  Populations from the column titled 1/1/2006 should be used.
Municipal fleets:  For municipal fleets seeking Low-population County Status, go to “Counting California” at http://countingcalifornia.cdlib.org/ to find population, urban area, UC and rural area designations.  Click on “Population and Demographics,” then on “Urban Area, Living In,” then on “Total population: P5(P005sf32000).” Click on the appropriate county then find your city, if the population of the city fully resides in the urban cluster or rural column, then the municipality is eligible to apply.   The information provided by “Counting California” is based on the United States Census Bureau, http://www.census.gov/, Year 2000 Census. 

A municipality or utility that meets the criteria described above may submit an application to the Air Resources Board (ARB) for consideration as a Low-Population County.  The application for Low-Population County Status can be found at www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/publicfleets/publicfleets.htm .  

The Low-Population County Status Application Checklist (LPC checklist) outlines the information required to be submitted with the application for Low-Population County Status.  A complete application includes all documents listed in the LPC checklist and the application form.  An incomplete application will delay processing of the application.

Please mail your completed application to:

Chief, Heavy Duty Diesel In-Use Strategies Branch

P.O. Box 2815, Sacramento, California  95812
For questions regarding the application process contact Boons Baythavong at 

(916) 327-2938 or bbaythav@arb.ca.gov; or Kathleen Mead, Manager, at 
(916) 324-9550 or kmead@arb.ca.gov.

Low-Population County Status Application Checklist (LPC checklist)

The following items must be included with the application submittal.  Incomplete applications will not be reviewed and may delay determination.  Check each applicable box below to indicate inclusion of material.  

County-wide fleet seeking Low-Population County Status

Required Information

· Completed and signed application (sections A, B, D and E).
· Map of county borders indicating locations of fleet storage yards with terminal identification numbers.
· Map indicating boundaries of cities that operate their own municipal fleets for which the populations will be subtracted out of the county population.
· Documentation of the population of the cities, as of 

January 1, 2006, that will be subtracted out of the county’s population.  

· Documentation of the county population as of July 1, 2005.  County population MAY NOT exceed 325,000.  
· Documentation from the agency that the individual submitting the request has been designated a responsible official of the agency.
Municipal fleet seeking Low-Population County Fleet Status


Required Information

· Completed and signed application (sections A, C, D and E).
· Map indicating locations of municipal fleet storage yards.
· Map indicating boundary of the municipal fleet for which is seeking Low-Population County Fleet status.
· Documentation of the population of the municipality based on the United States Census Bureau Year 2000 census.  The population of the municipality MAY NOT exceed 50,000.
· Documentation that the municipality’s population is located within urban cluster or rural area.  
· Documentation from the agency that the individual submitting the request has been designated a responsible official of the agency. 
Low-population County Status Application

A.
APPLICANT INFORMATION (ALL APPLICANTS)

	1.  Agency name:



	2.  Agency mailing address:

Street or P.O. Box:

	City:


	State:
	Zip code:

	3. Agency physical address:

Street:

	City:


	State:
	Zip code:

	Phone:

(        )
	Fax:

(        )

	4.  Responsible party title:


	Responsible party name:


B.
POPULATION INFORMATION (COUNTY-WIDE FLEET)

	1. County where 

  fleet is located:
	2. Population of Countya:

	3. Cities to be removed:
	Populationb:

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.
	

	City:
	
	

	a.             

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.
	
	

	
	4. Total:

	5. Net County Population with above cities subtracted out (2. minus 4. above):

                                    


aBased on July 1, 2005, California Department of Finance population estimates, the following counties have been identified to be eligible to apply for Low-Population County Status, they are:  Butte, El Dorado, Humboldt, Imperial, Kings, Madera, Marin, Merced, Napa, Placer, San Luis Obispo, Santa Cruz, Shasta, and Yolo.

bBased on January 1, 2006, California Department of Finance population estimates.

C. POPULATIONa INFORMATION (MUNICIPAL FLEET)

	1. County where 

  fleet is located:
	2. Municipality Name:

    

	3. Population of area served by the municipality:




aPopulation of the municipality must not exceed 50,000, based on United States Census Bureau Year 2000 census.

D. FLEET REVENUE AND FLEET SERVICE BOUNDARY (ALL APPLICATIONS)

	I certify, to the best of my knowledge, that fleet revenue is not based on a special district assessment or fee and the fleet does not operate outside the boundary of zones described in sections B. and C. above. 

	Responsible party name (printed):
	Responsible party signature:

	
	


E. STATEMENT OF TRUTH

	I certify that all information provided in this application and any attachments are true and correct, and submit this application for consideration as a Low-Population County Fleet.

	Responsible party name (printed):


	Responsible party title:

	Responsible party signature:


	Date:


Please address applications to:

Chief, 

Heavy Duty Diesel In-use Strategies Branch

P.O. Box 2815, 
Sacramento, California  95812
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