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CALSTART, BIKESTATION COALITION, FLEXCAR 

CREATE ‘CLEAN MOBILITY CENTER’ PARTNERSHIP

NEW SERVICE OFFERS ELECTRIC CARS, BIKES AND SCOOTERS 

FOR TRANSIT COMMUTES, LOCAL ERRANDS

Pasadena, Calif. — A new partnership has been formed to develop the nation’s first Clean Mobility Center (CMC), where a transit rider can access four forms of zero emission transportation to reach his final destination.

CALSTART, the California-based advanced transportation technologies consortium, Bikestation Coalition of Long Beach, and car sharing company, Flexcar of Seattle, Washington have formed a new clean transportation partnership, Clean Mobility Center™ (CMC) using zero emission vehicles for transit commutes and short errand trips around town. Organized to encourage the shared use of environmentally-friendly electric cars, bikes, and scooters for commuters and local travelers,  the partnership will inagurate its first fully integrated Clean Mobility Center™  at the Bikestation facility in Long Beach on Friday, April 19, 2002, in advance of Earth Day. 

The goal of the Clean Mobility Center™ is to provide a wide range of zero emission vehicles for short trips to and from Bikestation Long Beach -- located on the Transit Mall -- where it can conveniently service commuters using the Metro Blue Line and Long Beach Transit Buses. 

Studies have shown that short trips by single passengers in conventional automobiles contribute significantly to air pollution, including smog and global warming gases such as carbon dioxide.  CALSTART hopes to demonstrate that the convenience and flexibility provided by the shared-user electric cars, scooters and bikes at the Clean Mobility Center™ will make transit more user-friendly. Increased use of public transit helps reduce pollution, traffic snarls and parking congestion.  The Clean Mobility Center™ is a model which can be replicated nationwide at transit hubs and in communities.  

The Clean Mobility Center™ will offer:

Integrated Subscription System – Available on the Internet or on-site.  This system will get subscribers signed up for any or all of the services offered by CALSTART, Bikestation or Flexcar through the Clean Mobility Center™, quickly and conveniently.

Electric Station Cars – A mini-fleet of five Ford Th!nk City cars, two-seat electric vehicles with a range of approximately 40 miles per charge, and a top speed of 55 miles per hour. Flexcar has developed a flexible and convenient system allowing CMC subscribers to reserve, pick up and return their Th!nk City car 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  

Bike and Scooter Rentals – Working in partnership with CALSTART, the Bikestation Coalition will provide hourly rental of electric bicycles and scooters.  For local commuters living near transit stations, electric bikes and scooters are practical alternatives to electric cars.  The fleet will include Giant Lafree electric bikes, Sam Ever ‘Vespa-style’ electric motorscooters, and other two-wheeled vehicles ideal for short commutes. 

Electronic Bike Lockers – CALSTART has developed an electronic bike locker system to provide keyless, unattended access to bicycle storage.  Clean Mobility Center™ subscribers will be able to store a personal bike or rent an electric bike with ATM-like convenience. 

Valet Bike Parking and Bike Support Services – The Bikestation will continue to provide its free, valet bike parking service, as well as bike repairs, an equipment and accessories shop, and changing/restroom facilities. 

CALSTART is an advanced transportation technologies consortium working to develop clean transportation solutions and systems.  Working with private partners worldwide for over 10 years, CALSTART provides technology development and demonstration, market analysis, and fleet implementation services. Its expertise includes electric vehicles, natural gas vehicles, hybrid electric vehicles, mobility services and fuel-cell technologies. CALSTART is the California operating division of WestStart, working throughout the western United States.

Bikestation Coalition is a national non-profit organization seeking to improve the quality of life in urban communities through the development of public bike transit centers and related infrastructure.  Bikestation Long Beach, a founding member of Bikestation Coalition, was launched in 1996. Facilities in Palo Alto and Berkeley, California were added subsequently, and new Bikestations are currently in development in Denver, Seattle, Santa Barbara and other locations. Bikestation Long Beach has parked over 50,000 bikes and contributed to the saving of 500,000 vehicle miles traveled over the past five years.

Flexcar, the nation’s oldest and largest car-sharing company, operates car-sharing programs for more than 4,000 customers in Seattle, Portland (Ore.) and the Washington, D.C. metro area.  Flexcar’s innovative car-sharing program provides its members convenient access to a fleet of new and fuel-efficient cars located across metropolitan regions. With flexible pricing plans, members can reserve and drive any of these cars whenever and wherever they need to, without filling out complicated paperwork, paying for insurance, gas or repairs. Flexcar Business Memberships enable companies to augment or replace their fleet with Flexcar vehicles. Flexcar's modern fleet includes sedans, gas-electric hybrids and specialty vehicles including pickups. Members can access a Flexcar in any of the following metropolitan areas: Seattle, Portland (Ore.) Metro, and Washington, D.C. Metro. Other regions will be added in 2002. 
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