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HELP PROGRAM TO SUPPCORT SMALL BUSI NESSES HAS SUCCESSFUL DEBUT

A new cooperative programto assist snall businesses conply
with local air pollution control district regulations has been
i ntroduced by the California Air Resources Board, the state's air
qual ity agency, and the Yol o-Solano Air Quality Managenent
District.

The Handling Em ssion Levels Properly (HELP) program was
devel oped to all ow small businesses the opportunity to use an air
quality engineer to nmeet air pollution control rules before
pollution violations can occur. HELP has already shown that it
can be an effective tool for reducing regul atory burdens and
i ncreasi ng busi ness conpliance to inprove regional risks of
costly operation interruptions, damage to their comunity
reputati ons and undesirabl e | egal procedures.

"Such an approach will hel p businesses operate in a nore
cost-effective manner by avoi ding m stakes that can damage air
quality and result in costly renedial efforts, said John Dunl ap,
Air Resources Board chairman.

"HELP wi Il give snmall businesses the sanme understandi ng of
air quality regulations that up to now have only been avail abl e
to large facilities that enploy their own environnmental experts,"”
he added.

Introduced in 1995 in the Yol o-Sol ano Air Quality Managenent
District, located in Northern California between the San
Franci sco Bay Area and Sacranento, the program has al ready

recei ved accol ades from | ocal businesses. "Business owners who
need assistance in complying with air quality regulations now
wi Il have additional help avail able through this new program™

sai d Kenneth Sel over, Yol o-Solano Air Quality Managenent
District's air pollution control officer.

The program consi sts of three steps that include a
questionnaire and review of operating permts, a neeting between
conpany officials and air quality experts, and an inspection of
the facility's equipnent to review mai ntenance and operating
pr ocedur es.

To enroll your conpany in HELP, call the Yol o-Solano Air
Qual ity Managenent District at (916) 757-3650, or toll-free (800)
287- 3650, and ask for the HELP coordinator. To contact
California Air Resources Board HELP officials, call (916) 322-2466
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