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ARB Approves Ri deshare Fornmula For Enpl oyers

The California Air Resources Board has approved a fornmula that
California enployers can use to conpare the clean-air benefits of

ri desharing and ot her pollution-reduction prograns.

The sinple mathemati cal fornula, developed in response to state
legislation, will aid enployers in devel opi ng prograns that reduce air
pol lution and best neet the needs of the conpany and its enpl oyees. The
formul a shoul d be an especially valuable tool for |arge enployers

operating at multiple sites throughout the state.

"For the first tinme, we have a formula that hel ps enpl oyers
anywhere in the state to conpare the benefits and costs of ridesharing
and other pollution-cutting nmeasures,” Air Resources Board Chairnman John
D. Dunlap said. "This will better enable enployers to achieve the

bi ggest reductions in pollution at the | east cost."

A nunber of local air districts in California require major
enpl oyers to operate enpl oyee-ridesharing prograns. Three districts --
South Coast, Bay Area and San Joaquin Valley -- allow enployers to take
alternative nmeasures that result in equal or greater reductions in air
pollution. Comon alternative neasures are repair or scrappage of high-
pol luting vehicles, purchase of alternative-fuel buses, and retrofitting

of cars and trucks to operate on alternative fuels.

Enpl oyers contenplating an alternative neasure can use the ARB-
approved formula to easily determ ne the em ssions reductions accruing

fromthe intended reduction in enployee trips under a ridesharing
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program Enpl oyers can then conpare the em ssions reductions fromthe

ridesharing and alternative prograns.

Assenbly Bill 2358 (Sher), approved in 1994, required the Air
Resources Board to develop a standard formula for cal cul ati ng em ssions
reductions fromridesharing progranms. Large enployers |ocated at
multiple sites in different air districts can use the formula for all of

their facilities.

Information on the forrmula can be obtained by calling the Ar
Resources Board at (916) 322-0285.
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