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Project Uses Rice Straw to Make Paper

SACRAMENTO - The Air Resources Board (ARB) announced today
that Sacramento Valley rice straw will be nade into paper in
Canada to determi ne whether rice strawis viable as a paper pulp
material. The project is being coordinated by ARB with support
fromseveral state and |ocal groups.

"This project is an inportant step in finding new and
i nnovative ways to use rice straw. This is exactly the type of
opportunity we hoped for when we suggested a pause in the spring
burn season," said ARB Chairman, John Dunl ap.

Approximately 28 tons of rice straw will be delivered to
Vul can, Al berta, Canada and be processed into pulp by Canadi an
Fl ax Pul p, Ltd. of Vancouver, Canada, who has had success in
turning wheat straw into paper. The rice straw will be made into
paper at a Canadi an paper nmill and returned to California.

Several of the state's newspapers, including the Los Angel es
Ti mes, San Francisco Chronicle and the Sacranento Bee are
interested in using rice paper as an insert to test the quality
of the paper for possible future use.

As newsprint and paper prices in general have escal ated,
rice straw as an alternative pulp resource could be a boon to the
printing industry, while relieving farmers of an agricultural
wast e product and allowing for an alternative to open burning.

Rice straw burning is one of the nost criticized forns of
air pollution in the Sacranmento Valley. Making paper out of rice

straw will not only help California citizens breathe easier, but
give rice farmers a way to nake a profit out of selling the
wast e.

"W take very seriously that we nust get alternatives on
line so we can use rice straw in comercially productive ways
besi des burning. The Lung Association is very supportive and
appreci ative of the people who are naking this happen," said Jane
Hagedorn, Executive Director of the Sacranento chapter of the
Ameri can Lung Associ ati on.

The project, facilitated by ARB, is supported by the Rice
Research Group, American Lung Association, Fam |y Water Lines,
Col usa County Farm Bureau, Colusa County Board of Supervisors,
d enn County Farm Bureau, W/l derness Unlinmited, Sacramento Vall ey

Air Basin Control Council, Economi c Devel opnment Corp., Valley
Truck and Tractor, Allis Auto Parts, WA. Baggett, and Larry
M ddl et on.

The Air Resources Board is a departnent of the California
Envi ronmental Protection Agency. ARB's mission is to pronote and
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protect public health, welfare, and ecol ogi cal resources through
ef fective reduction of air pollutants while recognizing and
considering effects on the econony. The ARB oversees all air
pollution control efforts in California to attain and naintain
health based air quality standards.
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