Section 7.1 ESTIMATION OF AVERAGE MILEAGE ACCRUAL RATES FROM SMOG CHECK DATA (1991 THROUGH 1995)

This section discusses the estimation of passenger car (PC), light-duty truck (LDT), medium-duty truck (MDT), and motor home average mileage accrual rates from smog check data (1991 through 1995).

7.1.1 Introduction
The direct relationship between the number of miles a vehicle travels and the emissions generated enables the estimation of tons per day emissions.  The State’s mobile source emissions inventory model (EMFAC2000) uses accrual rates to directly calculate the mobile source emissions of specific classes of vehicles.  In previous versions of EMFAC2000, only statewide averages were used to estimate accurual rates.  This analysis estimates the county specific and air basin specific accrual rates for light-duty trucks, medium-duty trucks, and motor homes in order to improve the accuracy of the estimation of mobile source emissions for these classes of vehicles.  Except for some small differences in the analysis attributable to the different nature of available data, the methodology used to estimate accrual rates for light-duty trucks (LDT), motor homes, and passenger cars (PC) were identical.  For this reason and to avoid redundancy, the methodology for light-duty trucks will be presented in detail and the portions of the methodology where motor homes and passenger cars vary from light-duty trucks will be presented in separate paragraphs. 

7.1.2 Objectives
In this analysis, class specific vehicle data obtained from the Bureau of Automotive Repair’s (BAR’s) Smog Check database were analyzed for mileage differences over consecutive test years and used to develop average mileage accrual rates.  Using the resultant mileage accrual rates, the corresponding model year of the vehicle, and vehicle registration data, the average accrual rates for PCs, LDTs, MDTs, and motor homes were developed for all 58 counties and 14 air basins of the state. This will result in greater accuracy for light-duty truck and motor home accrual rate estimates to be used in the EMFAC2000 model. 

7.1.3 Methodology 

The smog check program currently requires that most vehicles be tested approximately once every two years.  Using three calendar year pairs, 91 & 93, 92 & 94, 93 & 95, consecutive test data for light-duty trucks (trucks with a GVWR of less than 8500 lbs.) were extracted for analysis.  The BAR smog check data set is ideal for this analysis as it includes relevant data such as: vehicle identification number, license plate, county, vehicle type, test date, and odometer reading at the time of the test.  All of this information enables the determination of regional mileage accrual rates. 

7.1.4 Assumptions
As all light-duty trucks and medium-duty trucks are included in the same category in the BAR data set, the resultant accrual rates are assumed to be applicable to both light-duty trucks as well as medium-duty trucks.  The current Smog Check program requires the use of I/M testing to collect data.  As the I/M test does not apply to diesel vehicles, no data is avaliable for diesel vehicles in the BAR data set.  Due to this absence of diesel data, this analyses assumes all trucks have the same accrual rate, regardless of fuel type.

7.1.5 Rollover
Approximately 13 percent of older vehicles had odometer rollovers in which higher odometer readings are recorded for the previous test year than the odometer reading collected in the subsequent test year.  These rollovers were converted by establishing a cutoff of 100,000 as the maximum reasonable difference allowed between consecutive test year odometer readings.  For those vehicles that do demonstrate a rollover condition, the odometer difference was determined by the following equation:

(Using test years 1991 and 1993 as an example)

ODODIFF = (100,000 – ODO91) + ODO93
(7.1-1)
Otherwise, the odometer difference was calculated by a straight subtraction:


ODODIFF = ODO93 – ODO91
(7.1-2)
In which: 

ODO93 = odometer reading for 1993 


ODO91 = odometer reading for 1991


ODODIFF = difference between odometer readings

7.1.6 Calculation of Accrual Rate
The data were first sorted by VIN, then conditions were set to screen out erroneous records such as zero odometer readings, zero odometer differences, and zero age values.  The age of the vehicle is defined as the difference between the second test date of the vehicle and the model year of the vehicle.   In this way, the age of the vehicle at the time of the second test is determined.  A zero age value therefore indicates an erroneous input during testing.  The miles traveled between smog checks were then determined and converted to average miles traveled per year using the following equations.  

Duration = testdate93 – testdate91 (in days)
(7.1-4)
Miles traveled per year = 365.25 * ODODIFF/Duration
(7.1-5)
7.1.8 Regression Equation
Using stepwise regression, the following equation was found to be representative of the resultant light-duty truck data.  


Log(MODO) = A*Sqrt (AGE) + C
(7.1-6)
Where MODO 
= Mean of Odometer per year 


Log(MODO) 
= Logarithm of MODO parameter


Sqrt(AGE)
= square root of AGE parameter

A 

= Coefficient of Sqrt(AGE) 

C 

= Y-intercept

For motor home data, the following equation was found to be representative:


MODO = B*Log(AGE) + D
(7.1-7)
Where MODO 
= Mean of Odometer per year

Log(AGE)
= Logarithm of AGE parameter

B 

= Coefficient 

D 

= Y-intercept

The following equations were both found to be representative of the passenger car data:


Log(ODO) = A*(AGE) + intercept
(7.1-8)

ODO = A*(AGE) + B*(AGE)2 + C*(AGE)3 + D*(AGE)4 + intercept
(7.1-9)
Where ODO 

= Odometer per year


AGE

= Age of vehicle


A,B,C,D
= Parameter estimates of the AGE

The age of the vehicle was defined as the difference between the model year of the vehicle and the year when the second smog check was performed.  

A general linear model regression was then applied to obtain the best-fit model.  The resultant model for light-duty trucks for the 14 air basins and 58 counties are presented in appendix 7.1-2 and appendix 7.1-3, respectively.  Due to the lack of sufficient data for motor homes, the accrual rate for motor homes was only estimated for a statewide average and was not refined to air basin or county level. The resultant data for motor homes for the state of California are presented in appendix 7.1-4.  Similarly, the resultant model for passenger cars for the 14 air basins and 58 counties are presented in appendix 7.1-5, and appendix 7.1-6, respectively.

7.1.9 Results 

Although data for this analysis was only available to age 30, because the EMFAC2000 model estimates up to age 45, the regression equation is extended to age 45. The statewide exponential equation for light-duty trucks (r2 = 0.84) showed a good fit to the means of the data.  Chart 7.1-1 shows the age distribution for statewide light-duty trucks.  Chart 7.1-2 shows the plot of the model in comparison to the findings of this analysis.  Appendix 7.1-2 shows the regression analysis for all 14 air basins and appendix 7.1-3 shows the regression analysis for all 58 counties. 
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It should be noted that this is the first analysis of motor homes in California.  This analysis has shown there to be a sparse population of motor homes in the BAR database.  As a result, only 34364 valid observations were gathered. Due to the lack of sufficient data, the linear equation for modeling motor home accrual rates show a best fit of only r2 = 0.18.  
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                                      Chart 7.1-1:  
                                   Chart 7.1-2:

                  Age Distribution of CA Truck Data
    Light Duty Truck Result – California Statewide
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                                         Chart 7.1-3:
                                      Chart 7.1-4:

                  Motor Homes – California Statewide
          Age Distribution of California Motor Homes

Chart 7.1-3 shows the plot of the model in comparison to the mean data for motor homes.  Chart  7.1-4 shows the age distribution for statewide motor homes.

For the passenger car analysis, although the polynomial equation (r2 = 0.9611) showed a better fit to the data than the logarithmic equation (r2 = 0.8226), it was observed (see chart 7.1-5) that as age increases, the logarithmic equation turns downward while the polynomial equation inflects upward, which is not reasonable.  Thus, the logarithmic equation was selected for modeling the mileage accrual rate.  
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Chart 7.1-5:

Comparison of raw data (State averages) with regression models
7.1.10 Recommendations 
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The accrual rate for light-duty trucks was calculated in this analysis.  A comparison of the findings of this analysis verses the estimated accrual rate from the current model EMFAC7G (Chart 7.1-6) shows that light-duty trucks have a much higher accrual rate than previously determined.  

Chart 7.1-6:

Current LDT VMT vs. Updated LDT VMT

This suggests the changes in the current trend of utilizing most light-duty trucks primarily as cars rather than trucks.  It is recommended that further attention be focused upon the redefining of trucks and their sub-classes so as to enable the refinement of EMFAC2000 in modeling vehicle emission trends. 

In the attempt to estimate the accrual rate for motor homes in this analysis, it became obvious that there is insufficient data currently available.  It is recommended that a greater amount of effort be exerted to gather motor home odometer data to enable a better study of the driving behavior of these types of vehicles. 














