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Loss of Propulsion Casualty Statistics 2009 - 2010

Total Loss of 
Propulsion Incidents

Incidents related 
to Fuel Switching

Safety 
Exemptions Used

Jan – June 09 3.5 per month 1.5 per month -

July 09 13 6 1

August 09 8 4 2

September 09 9 5 1

October 09 8 3 1

November 09 3 2 2

December 09 5 4 4

January 10 5 1 5

Feburary 10 3 0 2

March 10 3 2 5

Totals 57 27 23
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Loss of Propulsion Casualty Statistics Comparison
JAN 2009 – MAR 2010
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Loss of Propulsion Casualty Trends

� Slow speed maneuvering (low RPMs)

� Fuel pump/gasket leaks (low fuel pressure)

� Procedural errors
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ARB and CG Cooperation

� Engaged with ARB early on in the process.

� Developed a communication procedure to ensure open flow 
of information between the agencies.

� Assisting with the CMA root cause analysis of propulsion 
loss issues.
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Fuel Systems and Fuel Switching 

Between Residual Fuel Oil and 

Marine Distillates

Coast Guard Marine Safety Notice

May 26, 2009

Sector San Francisco: 

http://homeport.uscg.mil/sanfrancisco
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CG Marine Safety Notice
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API Technical Guide

Technical Considerations for 

Fuel Switching Practices

API Technical Issues Workgroup

June 3, 2009

Office of Investigations and Analysis: 

http://marineinvestigations.us
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Fuel Switching Risk Mitigation
� Closely monitoring loss of propulsion incidents and tracking 
statistics as it relates to fuel switching.

� Maintaining close communication with owners and operators 
to ensure awareness of the fuel switching regulation.

� Example:  Heavy seas and high winds (excess of 40+ knots) last 
week, April 20th – 21st, prompted release of a Marine Safety Notice 
ensuring vessels were aware of the safety exemption provided in the 
regulation.

� Focused on education and awareness of the safety exemption 
and essential modifications exemption from the ARB 
regulation.
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Questions?
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