
SOIL SURVEY OF
KERN CANYON STUDY AREA
SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK

DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA

LOCATION

The Kern Canyon Study Area consists of approximately 38,000 acres

of high alpine slopes in the eastern portion of the Sequoia

National Park (Mount Whitney 15' quadrangle). The area is bounded

by the following coordinates: latitudes 36 0 29' and 36° 39' north

and 1180 17' and 1180 28' west.

Beginning at its northernmost boundary at Mount Tyndall, the

eastern boundary of the study area follows the Sierra Nevada divide

across Mount Bernard, Tunnabora Peak, Mount Whitney, and Mount

McAdie. From Mount McAdie, the study area boundary heads southwest

along the Whitney Creek divide across Mount Newcomb and Mount

Chamberlin to Mount Guyot and the Kern River. The Kern River forms

the western boundary upstream to Junction Meadow. The northwest

boundary then follows the ridgeline to Tawny Point, closing at

Mount Tyndall. The primary watersheds are Wallace Creek, Whitney

Creek, and Rock Creek. All three flow west and are tributaries of

the Kern River.

TERRAIN

The area is hilly to mountainous with several deep canyons, glacial

basins and valleys, mountain peaks and summits, cirques and tarns.

The terrain is very irregular with transitions from rugged ranges

to basins and canyons. Elevations range from 7,000 to 14,495 feet.

More than 75 percent of the area has very steep to extremely steep

slopes. The balance of the area consists of sloping to steep

slopes which occur primarily in the meadow areas and plateaus.

Most of the slopes are complex.
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