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May 6, 2002

Dear Sir or Madam:

On June 3, 2002 the Air Resources Board will be conducting a public consultation meeting to discuss initial concepts for a Voluntary Urban Vegetation Labeling Program (Labeling Program).  The Labeling Program will focus on providing information to the public and distributors to encourage choosing vegetation that is most beneficial to air quality.  A brief document is attached for further information on an initial concept for the program.

The consultation meeting will focus on receiving comments and suggestions from the public to assist with further developing a concept for the Labeling Program.  An agenda for the meeting is also attached.  At the meeting, we will discuss potential program elements, review our plan and timeline for developing the Labeling Program, and request information that could further assist with developing such a program.  

We also plan to provide a brief overview to facilitate communicating potential options that ought to be discussed.  Specifically, we plan to solicit your suggestions on a potential program that consists of two elements, a public education element and a voluntarily implemented labeling system that conveys air quality attributes of vegetation for sale or distribution.  We are also interested in hearing from you on other potential options for the Labeling Program, information on related programs, as well as other stakeholders we should contact.  The date, time, and location for the meeting is as follows:

Monday, June 3, 2002

10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

California Environmental Protection Agency

1001 I Street, Coastal Hearing Room, Second Floor
Sacramento, California 95814

We welcome your participation in developing the Labeling Program.  If you have any questions regarding this consultation meeting or regarding the plans for the Labeling Program, please contact Fereidun Feizollahi, Manager, Economic Studies Section, 

at (916) 323-1509.  

The meeting facility is accessible to persons with disabilities.  Please call Marlena Elliott, Secretary, Research and Economic Studies Branch, at (916) 445-0753 by May 28, 2002, if accommodations are needed.

Sincerely, 

/S/

Richard Corey, Chief

Research and Economic Studies Branch

Attachments

cc:  Fereidun Fereidun, Manager

       Economic Studies Section

       Research Division


Marlena Elliott, Secretary


Research and Economic Studies Branch


Research Division


Air Pollution Control Officers

The energy challenge facing California is real.  Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption.  For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Website: http://www.arb.ca.gov.
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