4/26/01 Draft

Summary April 25, 2001, Smoke Management 

Alternatives to Burning Working Group Meeting


Introductions

The meeting began with participants (see Attachment 1) introducing themselves and reviewing and commenting on the meeting agenda.  It was noted that ARB Co-chair Paul Buttner is leaving ARB to join the California Rice Commission as its Manager of Environmental Affairs.  Co-Chair Chris Trott shared that his company is now called Covanta.  He provided updated information on his email which is included in Attachment 1.  A couple of items were added to the agenda:  1)  New Co-chair; 2)  Update on the status of the federal fire management efforts; and 2) Alternatives equipment and infrastructure development.

Working Group Co-chair Replacement

Chris Trott asked that a new Co-chair be named to replace Paul Buttner.  Karen Magliano, ARB, volunteered herself and Bruce Oulrey, ARB, to serve as Co-chairs.

Discussion of Federal Forest Management Efforts

Cheryl Haden, ARB, highlighted a front page article in the April 25, 2001, Sacramento Bee addressing the perils of not managing the forest to reduce wildfire impacts.  She shared that she thought federal forest management efforts were on track in California, in line with the California Fire Plan.  The California Fire Plan is the basis for most California projects that are anticipated for this year.  Cheryl referenced an April 26 Fire Alliance meeting that should discuss some of the community-based projects that are anticipated.  Chris Trott, Covanta Energy, asked if anyone had heard rumors of funding cutbacks.  No one had.  

Discussion of Biomass Database Product Development

The group spent some time discussing the contractor and biomass user lists.  

Craig Ostergaard, Sierra Pacific Industries, passed out a vegetation treatment methods document.  The document needs some additional information inserted, but is just about ready for broader distribution and posting on ARB’s Burn Alternatives Webpage.  Chris Trott passed around a recently completed U.S. Forest Service document on understory treatments.  He had an electronic scanned version of the document, and it was suggested that it be posted on the ARB Burn Alternatives webpage.  Von Helmuth, USDA, will check on obtaining an electronic text version of the document. Chris also passed around an Integrated Waste Management Board document that describes products that are produced from recycled biomass.  Theresa Najita, ARB, will post the document entitled:  “Feasibility Study on the Expanded Use of Forest and Agricultural Waste in the Production of Commercial Products” on ARB’s Biomass Webpage at: www.arb.ca.gov/smp/biomass/biomass.htm.

Jose Martinez, San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District, suggested that some effort be made to provide information on rural biomass collection/transfer sites that might be used by land owners to take their biomass even if they are smaller hazard reduction types of burns that would not typically fall under the burn program.  It was suggested that this is perhaps more of a Residential Burning Working Group area of interest.  Tina Suarez-Murias, ARB Co-chair, Residential Burning Working Group, acknowledged that there is some cross-over between Working Groups.  

Karen Magliano offered to have ARB staff contact the California Integrated Waste Management Board to determine if information might exist for such sites.

Karen Magliano introduced Dean Angelides, Vestras Resources, who is entering into a project contract with ARB to develop a burning alternatives contacts webpage.  The webpage will serve as a tool for displaying a contractor’s list and biomass users list (developed by the Alternatives to Burning Working Group) in geographic information system-based (GIS) format.  The project is scheduled to begin in the next week or two.  It will occur in four phases:

1) Design phase – to begin in the next week or two

2) Development phase – to be completed in early to mid-May

3) Prototype Testing phase – to be completed in mid-June

4) Hook-up phase – to be completed in mid-July


A Working Group sub-committee was formed to assist Vestra in the design phase.  Sub-committee members will include:  Chris Trott, Craig Ostergaard, Bruce Oulrey, Karen Magliano, Steve Storelli, Integrated Waste Management Board, Cheryl Hayden, Dean Angelides, and Paul Buttner.   A conference call of the sub-committee was scheduled for Wednesday, May 2, 9:00 a.m.  A product completed by mid-July could be displayed at the ARB’s July 26 Board meeting on the Smoke Management Program.  

Discussion of Efforts to Adjust Exemption in Timber Harvest Plans

Paul Violett, Soper-Wheeler Company, informed the group about legislation (AB 597 – Aanestad) to exempt the cutting and removal of trees by commercial thinning from timber harvest plans if such action is for the purpose of wildfire protection.  The legislation is currently not supported by some environmental groups; however, the author is modifying the bill language to limit the exemption to federally recognized areas, and this might be more acceptable to environmentalists.  Paul asked the group members bring this legislation up with their respective organizations with a recommendation to support it based on reduced fire hazard and emission reductions.  The Sacramento Bee article that Cheryl Haden presented earlier in the meeting was cited as describing some of the problems associated with not protecting forests from severe wildfires.

Discussion of Alternatives and Infrastructure Development
John Beyer, USDA, stressed the importance of helping to educate land owners and burners of the resources available to them to manage vegetative manner in ways other than burning.  He supported the Working Group’s efforts to develop the contractor/biomass users webpage database and suggested additional efforts could be made to help burners identify shared resources to help them achieve non-burn alternatives.

Discussion of Need for Future Meetings

The group agreed on the need for the Burn Alternatives Working Group to continue into the future.  Group members felt the Working Group is a good network for sharing information and helping to address barriers to alternatives development and use.

The next meeting was scheduled for July 11 in Sacramento.
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Attachment 1

April 25, 2001 Alternatives to Burning Meeting Participants

Participants
Organization
Phone
Email

Chris Trott
Covanta Energy
(209) 9844660
Ctrott@covantaenergy.com

Cheryl Haden
ARB – Compliance
916-322-8410
chaden@arb.ca.gov

Bruce Oulrey
ARB – PTSD
916-322-6155
boutlrey@arb.ca.gov

Theresa Najita
ARB – PTSD
916-322-7297
tnajita@arb.ca.gov

Karen Magliano
ARB – PTSD
916-322-7137
kmagliano@arb.ca.gov

Craig Ostergaard
Sierra Pacific Indust.
(209)223-7170
Costergaar@spi-ind.com

Dean Agelides
Vestra Resources
(530) 223-2585
Dean@vestra.com

John Beyer
USDA
(209) 252-2191
John.beyer@ca.usda.gov

Paul Violett
Soper-Wheeler Co.
(530) 675-2343
Pviolett@soperwheeler.com

Tina Suarez-Murias
ARB – PTSD
(916) 323-1495
Csuarezm@arb.ca.gov

Conference Call-In Participants
Organization
Phone
Email

Ryan Morano
N. Sierra AQMD
(530) 274-9360
Nsaqmd@nccn.net

Von Helmuth
USFS
(707) 562-8911
Vhelmuth@fs.fed.us

Jose Martinez
SJVUAPCD
(559) 230-5975
jose.martinez@valleyair.org
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