IASC Meeting Summary

November 15 & 16, 2005

This meeting was held at Sandino’s Velvet Rose in Oakhurst, California and hosted by the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District.  Presentation materials may be found on the IASC website at: http://www.arb.ca.gov/smp/progdev/iasc/iasc.htm.

Meeting Participants:

Jeff Lindberg (ARB), Jill Glass (ARB), Joelle Hulbert (ARB), Janet Glasgow (BAAQMD), Kurt Malone (BAAQMD), Chris Ryan (BLM), Anne Birkholz (NPS), Annie Esperanza (NPS), Ben Jacobs (NPS), Corky Conover (NPS), Dave Bartlett (NPS), Eric Hensel (NPS), Lee Tarnay (NPS), Leslie Uhr (NPS), Chester Sergent (NV DEP), Gary Arcemont (SJVAPCD), Patrick Houlihan (SJVAPCD), Sharon Wedro (SJVAPCD), Shawn Ferreria (SJVAPCD), Ted Strauss (SJVAPCD), Larry Biland (USEPA), Brent Skaggs (USFS), Denise Tolmie (USFS), John Kuivenhoven (USFS), Judy Forbes (USFS), Mark Lemon (USFS), Roy Leach (USFS), Sam Marouk (USFS), Trent Proctor (USFS), Jessica Wade (USFWS).

November 18, 2005

· Prescribed Fire Incident Reporting System (PFIRS) Update: Jeff Lindberg gave a progress report on PFIRS.  PFIRS will provide information for smoke management planning, forecast and ignition approval, burn emissions, and post burn follow-up.  A limited number of users should begin beta testing around February 2006 with planned implementation sometime in late Spring 2006.  Using PFIRS is not mandatory and therefore not all air districts may elect to utilize this system.  PFIRS was not designed to track or inventory emissions, but will record fuel loadings and estimate emissions from each project.
· The California and Nevada Smoke and Air Committee (CANSAC): John Snook summarized CANSAC and showed slides of several CANSAC runs.  He explained that several new products have come online this past year and soon it will be able to do BLUESKY runs on individual burns.  The CANSAC web page is located at: www.cefa.dri.edu/COFF/coffframe.php.
· Sierra Wildland Fire Reporting System (SWFRS): Ann Birkholz presented SWFRS to the group.  This application was designed for reporting fires located on federal lands within the southern and central Sierra Nevada range.  Maps may be created to identify relative locations for each reported burn.  Information about each burn is available, as are links to several web cams within the forest and parks.  The SWFRS web page is located at: http://sierrafire.cr.usgs.gov/swfrs/.
· FARSITE: Dave Bartlett provided a summary of the FARSITE software and how it was applied to the Comb WFU.  FARSITE is a fire behavior and growth simulator that uses spatial information on topography, fuels, weather, and wind.  Users must attend comprehensive training to use this software due to its complexity.  FARSITE incorporates surface fire, crown fire, spotting, post-frontal combustion, and fire acceleration models.  The application to the Comb WFU showed that it generally overestimated the amount of fire spread.  Dave expressed caution about using FARSITE for forecasting emissions due to its tendency to overestimate fire spread.
· Smoke Monitoring: 

· Trent Proctor briefed the group on the pilot smoke-monitoring program.  Stationary and portable BAM and EBAM units with satellite communications and web based data acquisition were utilized at several locations throughout the Sierra Nevada range.  These units monitored the background PM concentrations as well as the emissions from WFU and prescribed burn activities in these areas.  Portable ozone monitors were also used in selected areas.  Trent asked the group several questions as to whether the data was posted in a useful way and how the data was being used.  Other issues include finding a means to form a more cost effective program, when is contract help necessary vs. doing it in-house, and whether any collaboration is available with the APCDs and the ARB. 
· Annie Esperanza presented a project by the Joint Fire Science Program with determining how burning contributes to PM, ozone, and visibility on a regional basis.  Project objectives include spreading the local network of air monitors into a regional network for modeling within the Southern Sierra Nevada range; implement and evaluate BLUESKY model runs for forecasting emissions from fires, and develop models to forecast the fire effects on regional air quality.
 November 19, 2005

· Comb WFU, Lessons Learned – New Tools:  Dave Bartlett, Shawn Ferreria, and Sharon Wedro shared their experiences on the Comb WFU.  This fire began in the Kings River drainage within the Kings Canyon National Park, and later spread westward into the Sequoia National Forest.  The discussion focused on the incident command team’s role and how the air district provided input to the Stage III process.  There were concerns expressed when the command team changed staffing and moved from the National Park offices at Ash Mountain to the National Forest offices at Dunlap.  There was also discussion on how the Comb WFU contributed to the overall emissions inventory for the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin.  A suggestion was made to include as an agenda item for the next IASC a discussion on air quality modeling and emission inventory.
· Land Managers Project Determinations: Ray Hermit gave a presentation on fuels management and the benefits of fuel reduction programs.   He showed the importance of applying the right treatment to the right area.  Priorities are established for wildland/urban interface, high-risk insect and diseased areas, important wildlife habitat areas, key municipal watersheds, and different fire regimes.
· Agency Overview:

· National Park Service reported 35,554 acres treated in this region.   In California, 10,002 acres were attributed to WFU burns that occurred at Sequoia – Kings Canyon, Yosemite, and Lassen Volcanic National Parks.

· Sequoia National Forest reported 2,141 acres treated with an additional 1089 acres attributed to the Crag WFU.  For 2006, planned projects include 1,400 acres of broadcast burning and 1,100 acres of pile burning.  Trent Proctor added that the Forest Chief would be visiting California in the near future.

· Sierra National Forest reported about 1,400 acres burned this year, 700 of those acres from the Corral WFU and 700 acres from the Nutmeg and Kinsman projects combined.  For 2006, plans for 2,300 acres of fuel treatment via mastication. 

· Fish and Wildlife Service reported 36,000 acres burned in California, with an additional 9,000 acres burned in Nevada.  They are looking into allowing WFUs in Nevada.

· Bureau of Land Management reported 24,000 acres treated in California for 2005.  This included 22,000 acres of mechanical treatment and 2,000 acres of prescribed fire.  Their 2006 outlook should be similar to 2005.  BLM had awarded $2,000,000 to 40 separate community partners through their Community Assistance Grants.  In addition, 42 grants were awarded to individual fire departments totaling $650,000 for rural fire assistance.

· Next IASC: Proposed for April 2006 at the new headquarters of the Sequoia National Forest in Porterville.

· Field Trip:  Mark Lemon and Roy Leach lead a site visit to several fuels reduction projects in the Bass Lake area.  Treatment included mastication and bulldozer clearing, piling and burning.

