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Data-based coordinated messaging 
provides the best answers 



Wildfire Smoke Guide 
 Go-To Guidance for 

interagency coordination on 
reducing community impacts 
of smoke 

 Data-based Interventions: 
• Clean air shelters 

• Masks 

• Canceling school & activities 

• Sheltering and evacuation 

 Templates for messaging 
 www.arb.ca.gov/carpa/toolkit/data-to-mes/wildfire-smoke-guide.pdf 
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Changes to Guidance:  AQI 
 US EPA revised 24-hr averages for particulate  

matter 
 Published in Federal Register Dec 2012 
 Revised breakpoints for the Air Quality Index 
 More conservative 



 

AQI Category 
 

Index Values Previous Breakpoints 
(1999 AQI) 

(µg/m3, 24-hour average) 

Revised Breakpoints 
(2013 AQI) 

(µg/m3, 24-hour average) 

Good 0 - 50 0.0 - 15.0 0.0 – 12.0 

Moderate 51 - 100 > 15.0 - 40 12.1 – 35.4 

Unhealthy for 
Sensitive Groups 

 
101 – 150 

 
> 40 – 65 

 
35.5 – 55.4 

Unhealthy 151 – 200 > 65 – 150 55.5 – 150.4 

Very Unhealthy 201 – 300 > 150 – 250 150.5 – 250.4 

 
Hazardous 

301 – 400 > 250 – 350 250.5 – 350.4 

401 – 500 > 350 – 500 350.5 – 500 

 





Guidance Revise: Federal-State Effort 
 CDC, USFS, EPA coordinating effort for 2014 
 Led by Susan Stone (EPA) and Pete Lahm (USFS) 

with past partners from CA, WA, OR 

Federal 
co-ownership  



International Coordination 
British Columbia Center for Disease Control Forest Fire 
Smoke Guidelines 
Will focus on data-driven best practices: 

1. Which wildfire smoke metrics are most useful to inform 
public health and emergency response? (e.g. 
ambient air quality measurements, satellite imagery, 
heat imaging, plume predictions) 

2. What measures of health impact are most likely to be 
useful to inform public health and emergency 
response? 

3. What is the effectiveness of protective measures to 
reduce smoke exposure? 

 



Continuing Efforts 

CCDEH Emergency 
Response 

Committee 

CCLHO 
Environmental Health 

Committee 

California Air Response 
Planning Alliance (CARPA) 
•Health Officers – Air District 

coordination 
•Sacramento Valley Air Basin 

meeting for 2013 fire season 



EBAM Smoke 
Monitoring  
Coordination of Emergency 
Deployments and Data 



Objectives of Coordination 
 Create a notification system: Requests to 

deploy; who should be notified; how we 
communicate 

 Protocol for requesting emergency air 
monitoring assistance 

 What do Health Officers and APCOs need 
for advisories or other public protective 
actions 

 Participation/representation of monitoring 
activities and public messaging on 1300 call 



 Identify information clearing house for data 
sharing 
• PFIRS/Fire Information Map 
• AirNow/AirNow Tech 
• SatGuard 

  
 What instruments can be fed into system 

Objectives of Coordination, cont 
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