IASC Meeting Summary 

APRIL 23- 24, 2003

This meeting was hosted by the U.S. Forest Service at the BLM California State Office in Sacramento, California.  Presentation materials, as well as photos taken at the meeting may be found on the IASC website at:
http://www.arb.ca.gov/smp/progdev/iasc/iasc.htm
Meeting Participants

Suraj Ahuja  (USFS), Kurt Malone (Bay Area AQMD), Bruce Oulrey (ARB), Jim Francis (BLM), Arndt Lorenzen (ARB), Arun Kumar (South Coast AQMD), Jon Payne (USFS), Gary Fildes (USFS), Jennifer Quashnick (TRPA), Melissa Nicholas (TCAPCD), Mike Ziolko (Oregon Dept. of Forestry), Jim Russell (USFS), Sam Jackson (Nevada DEP), Tom Larson (CDF), Evan Shipp (SJVAPCD), Cheryl Haden (ARB), Susan Engstrom (SMAQMD), Ray Hermit (USFS), Ricardo Cisneros (USFS), Michael Arbaugh (USFS), Ted Strauss (SJVAPCD), Jeff Lindberg (ARB), Trent Procter (USFS), Chris Ryan (BLM), Corky Conover (NPS), Dick Duker (BAAQMD), Chris Nota (USFS), Chris Trott (Covanta Energy), Doug Tolar (BAAQMD), Ann Hobbs (Placer County APCD), Bruce Turbeville, California Fire Safe Council.  See IASC website at:  http://www.arb.ca.gov/smp/progdev/iasc/403mp.pdf

April 23

Round Table Agency Updates

Arndt Lorenzen, ARB, provided an update on the Air Quality and Meteorological Information System (AQMIS).  AQMIS is a real-time air quality and meteorological data system containing hourly data useful for making:  Smoke Management Decisions;  Air Quality Forecasts; and Real-time Information Available to the Public.  A copy of Arndt’s Powerpoint presentation is on the

April 2003  IASC website.

Regional Smoke Transport Issues Panel

Suraj Ahuja, USFS-R5, facilitated this panel which included Mike Ziolko, Oregon Department of Forestry, Sam Jackson, Nevada DEQ, Bruce Oulrey, ARB, and Jim Russell, USFS-R6.  Each of the panelists discussed their respective state smoke management programs; their statutory basis, how they work, effectiveness, and current issues – including planned and needed revisions.  Each of the panelists agreed that working cooperatively on regional smoke management issues is a valuable pursuit.  Copies of panelist’s presentations may be found on the IASC website.

MM5 Joint Fire Science Proposal Update – Mike Arbaugh, PSW

Mike updated the group on efforts at PSW to develop an MM5 Joint Fire Science Proposal.  A copy of his presentation is on the April 2003 IASC website.

Air Quality Management Efforts During Exceptional Smoke Events --

Evan Shipp, SJVUAPCD

See Evan’s Powerpoint presentation on the April 2003 IASC website.

Public Education Update -- Jeff Lindberg, ARB

See Jeff’s Powerpoint presentation on the April 2003 IASC website.

April 23

Biomass Industry update -- Chris Trott, Covanta Energy

See Chris’ Powerpoint presentation on the April 2003 IASC webpage.

Mixing Height Discussion -- Dick Duker, BAAQMD
Dick referred to two valuable documents on fire and smoke management:

“Smoke Management Guide for Prescribed fire” put out by NWCG, and “Wildland Fire in Ecosystems: Effects on Air” a USDA Report.  The weblinks to download each of these reports is on the IASC website for the April 2003 meeting.  A copy of Dick’s Powerpoint presentation is also on the April 2003 IASC webpage.

Smoke Monitoring & Natural Event Action Plans -- Jim Russell, USFS-R6 

See Jim’s Powerpoint presentation on the April 2003 IASC webpage.

California Fire Plan 2002 Fuel Treatment Accomplishments –

Bruce Turbeville, Chairman, CA Fire Safe Council

Bruce shared a brief history of the California Fire Safe Council and its membership.  He talked about the importance of defensible space around communities and the importance of working together with communities to make them an active part of the defensible space solution.  He highlighted the importance of the need to develop options for where to put collected biomass.  He supported the possibility using biomass powerplants.  He passed out a handout entitled: California Fire Plan 2002 Fuel Treatments – which can be found on the April 2003 IASC webpage.

Stewardship Contracting – Jim Francis, BLM

Jim shared that he is retiring from BLM and that this will be his last IASC meeting as a BLM employee.  Jim shared a new type of contracting authorized by the 2003 Appropriations Bill passed by Congress.  It allows BLM to exchanges goods for services, receive authority to enter into long term contracts up to 10 years in length, and allows money from a stewardship contract or agreement to be retained by BLM and be available for expenditure without further appropriation.  It provides BLM with another tool to carry out fuels reduction and forest/rangeland health projects while providing for community involvement, economic assistance, and improved ecosystem health.  Jim passed out a document entitled “Stewardship Contracting – The Time is Now” which is on the April 2003 IASC webpage.

Suggested Topics for Future Meeting – Group

The next meeting will be hosted by U.S. EPA on July 16/17 at the EPA’s office in San Francisco, at 75 Hawthorne Street.  Suggestions for future meeting topics included:

· Briefing on Florez emission reduction bills -- Mike Chapel from RF office in Sacramento has offered to assist in setting this up.  EPA, as host of the next meeting, can work that through Trent P. or contact Mike directly at 916-498-5323 / mchapel@fs.fed.us.

· Briefing on emission reduction credits (ERCs) -- TBD
· Update on MM5 from Francis Fujioka

· Review of resources that might be provided by FCAMMS - Doug Fox / Trent can arrange

· Allen Goldstien review of ozone work at Blodgett.

· Smoke monitoring pilot testing - USFS / Trent

· Public Education and Outreach

Other Notes

Former IASC member, Jerry Gause, recently shared some of his thoughts in a note to IASC Steering Committee member Bruce Oulrey.  To read Jerry’s note and see a recent photo he shared, check out the “Reflections” portion of the IASC webpage.
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