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Began meeting in 1990 and formalized as IASC in January of 1994

From the IASC Charter

The Purpose: The Interagency Air and Smoke Council is established to provide a forum for air reqgulators and fire
managers to get together and talk about air quality and smoke management issues in California. It will also
provide opportunities for communication, coordination and education needed to develop workable fire
management and air quality strategies.

Mission: Accomplish as effectively as possible dual objectives: ecosystems management and air quality.

e Focus of Group: Present and into the future
0 Coordinate conflict resolution and flexibility in the search for solutions.
0 Build communication networks.
0 Education and awareness of respective needs of land managers and air quality regulators.
e Facilitate smooth transition into new and changing air quality regulations and other environmental
regulations.

1994
e First began speaking about CA PFIRS
0 Designed and used for Southern California agencies, but had fallen into disuse.
0 Decided early to use it statewide and to include an emphasis on air quality
O First subcommittee formed: PFIRS subcommittee
0 Updates continued periodically at future meetings
e QOctober 1994 : Discussed whether or not IASC should become a formalized group — did not formalize

1996
e Began developing SJVUAPCD’s model MOU with Air Quality and Land Managers
0 Formed subcommittee to come up with a MOU on joint responsibility for the management of air
quality to meet EPA regs. Approved by their board in 1998.

1997

e  PFIRS just about done
O PFIRS was put into limited use, training began.

e Began to have guest speakers on topics of interest
0 Public Information, Perspectives on Smoke Management, Smoke and Health

e Wanted to create a “unified message” in regards to smoke

e Beaver Creek - Fall — Big Smoke Event (Rx burn 1500+ acres for 3 days in the Stanislaus NF)
0 Smoked out many counties and Nevada State
0 Brought smoke to the attention of the ARB via numerous, widespread complaints
0 Provided feedback on ARB’s report on this burn

1998
e Began participating on changes to Title 17 of the California Code of Regulation
0 Changes were due to:
e Indications of increased prescribed burning
e New PM 2.5 federal health standards
e EPA’s Interim Air Quality Policy on Wild land and Prescribed Burning
e EPA new federal Regional Haze Rule



0 Districts would have to amend their burn permit programs

0 States would have to adopt smoke management programs

0 CAPCOA suggested IASC would be a forum for discussing these changes

IASC provided comments to USEPA on their Interim Wild land fire policy, even though there were many
concerns left hanging on implementation

PFIRS implemented in Southern San Joaquin for Burners, but not fully in use

First Charter written, which included key elements from 1994

0 The Steering Committee was formally outlined.

1999
e Provided comments on “The Natural Events Policy” as the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 provides
that wild land fires started by lightning, volcanoes and high wind events are to be treated as natural
events.
e CAPCOA adopted a Policy Position in February regarding Air Quality Impacts for Prescribed burning.
2000 - Now

Began to include field trips as a regular part of the meetings

2001 worked on the Statewide Smoke Management Plan as per Title 17 with a separate working group

with IASC members participating

PFIRS moved over to ARB

IASC information now maintained on ARB’s website

CARB Deputy Executive Officer Lynn Terry convened the Air & Land Managers Group in late 2002 (ARB,

air districts, USFS, NPS) to review NPS management of naturally ignited fires in the Sierra Nevada back

county which caused severe smoke impacts to local communities and Nevada. Ms. Terry asked John

Kennedy, USEPA, to facilitate development of an agreement between air districts and federal land

managers to improve ways to manage smoke impacts from these fires. Members of IASC participated in

the development of this agreement. A Wild land Fire Use Protocol was developed and adopted by the

participating agencies in 2003. The Protocol was subsequently revised in 2009.

Learned about the MMS5 and Blue Sky models which could be used for smoke management and

forecasting

0 Formed a MMS5 and Blue Sky subcommittee to create a white paper, on how the products from
these programs are important for both air quality and land managers

ARB/USFS were to work together to provide outreach and education to all Fire Info Officers and have a

speaker at the Spring Fire Info Officer’s Meeting to speak on general smoke management and health

information

Continued outreach to other agencies regarding prescribed fire activities and other NGOs interested in

prescribed fire

Focused more on air monitoring tools, how they worked and who had them to use

Revised the charter to bring it into line with how the group wanted to function.

Continued discussions and presentations on:

Transport Air Monitoring

MM5 PFIRS

Public Education PM 2.5

New Websites Public Information/Notification
Regional Haze Exceptional Events

Lessons Learned — Information Shared on Prescribed Burns from both Air/Fire perspectives
Appropriate Training for Smoke Management

Meeting Locations have Included:

Sacramento Yosemite Valley Redding Clovis
San Francisco — EPA Point Reyes National Seashore Fort Ord Seaside
Pacific Grove Sutter Creek Monterey

Placerville South Coast Air Quality Management District Oakhurst

University of California — Blodgett Demonstration Forest, Georgetown



