IASC Meeting Summary 

January 22-23, 2003

This meeting was hosted by the ARB and U.S. Forest Service at the Holiday Inn in Rancho Cordova, California.  Presentation materials, as well as photos taken at the meeting may be found on the IASC website at:

http://www.arb.ca.gov/smp/progdev/iasc/iasc.htm

Meeting Participants

The following individuals participated on one or both days of the meeting:

Sam Jackson, MV BAQP, Mike Beasley, NPS – Yosemite, Gary B. Fildes, USFS,

Erich Linse, Emeritus Meteorologist, Corky Conover, NPS – PWR, 
Jeff Lancero, ARB, Kurt Malone, BAAQMD, Kemal Gurer, ARB, 
Annie Esperanza, NPS, Bruce Oulrey, ARB, Jeff Lindberg, ARB, 
Katy Warner, NPS, John Kennedy, EPA, Trent Procter, USFS

Arndt Lorenzen, ARB, Ann Hobbs, Placer Co. APCD, Tom Sandelin, CDF, 

Jerry McGowan, USFS, Kristy Riggs, NPS – Point Reyes, 
Jose Martinez, SJVAPCD, Tom Larsen, CDF, Ed Virgin, ARB, 
Cheryl Haden, ARB, Dannie-Marie Mitchell, ARB, Melissa Nicholas, TCAPCD, 

Lloyd Green, NCUAQMD, Chris Fontana, USFS, Dick Duker, BAAQMD, 

Susan Engstrom, SMUAQMD, Dennis King, ARB, Chris Nota, USFS, 

Jeff Stephens, CDF, Jennifer Quashnick, TRPA, Suraj Ahuja, USFS, Larry Biland, U.S.EPA
Day 1

IASC Steering Committee Membership

Corky Conover will replace Tom Nichols as the National Park Service Steering Committee Member.  The IASC Charter will be revised accordingly and posted on the IASC webpage.  The Steering Committee will discuss the need for adding additional Steering Committee members and report back to the general membership at a future meeting.
Regional Haze Policy Update:  John Kennedy, U.S. EPA

Much of the effort associated with U.S. EPA’s Regional Haze Standard is coming out of the Western Regional Air Partnership (WRAP).  Specifically, for issues associated with agricultural and prescribed burning, the Fire Emissions Joint Forum has been developing policies on topics such as source characterization, fire tracking, and annual emission goals (see the WRAP webpage at http://wrapair.org – click on Committees & Forums on the left hand column – then click on Fire Emissions Joint Forum and then Task Teams).  The policies are primarily designed for Section 309 states required to submit State Implementation Plans by December 31, 2003; however, the policies, if adopted by the WRAP and blessed by U.S. EPA, should be useful guidance to all western states developing their SIPs.  California is a Section 308 state and will likely submit its Regional Haze SIP together with its PM2.5 SIP in 2008.  John indicated California’s title 17 smoke management program appears to more than meet the federal minimum requirements for regional haze.  John mentioned that the group might be interested in seeing a 30 minute video on the regional haze program at a future IASC meeting.  In later discussion, Cheryl Haden, ARB, asked John about the relationship of prescribed burning and the attainment of PM2.5 standards.  John responded that policies being developed on regional haze most clearly address this relationship.  U.S.EPA’s position is that they want to continue to allow prescribed burning within the bounds of not violating the National Ambient Air Quality Standards.  If problems are caused by fire, the policy will be to identify why they occurred and prevent them from occurring in the future.  The U.S.EPA Interim Policy on Air Quality and Wildland Prescribed Burning does address how to handle standard violations associated with prescribed burning.  John indicated that attainment boundaries for the 8-hour ozone standard and the 24-hour and annual PM2.5 standards will be determined this fall and next spring respectively. 

California and Nevada Smoke and Air Committee (CANSAC):

Kemal Gurer, ARB

Kemal presented a powerpoint presentation of the status CANSAC efforts.  A portion of the presentation may be obtained at the IASC webpage.  Kemal talked about who the 13 member agencies are and the purpose of CANSAC to develop a high resolution weather and smoke prediction model.  CANSAC development progress has been slower than hoped.  Products should be available by June of this year.

Smoke Management Program Brainstorming:

Group Leader:  Bruce Oulrey

See the IASC webpage for a summary of the outcomes of this session.

Day 2

Public Education and Outreach Working Group:  Bruce Oulrey
Bruce updated the group on the status of the title 17 working group on public education and outreach.  The group has not met in person since February 2002; however, the group has shared and discussed products via email many times over the last year.  The latest product to be completed is the ARB Fact Sheet on Prescribed Burning and Smoke Management.  It can be found on the Public Education and Outreach Working Group Webpage at:

http://www.arb.ca.gov/smp/progdev/pubeduc/pubeduc.htm

Bruce also shared a January 16, 2003, draft public outreach plan.  This product needs further discussion and development by the working group.  A meeting of the working group will be scheduled soon.  Anybody interested in becoming a member of the group should contact Bruce, Jeff Lindberg, ARB, or Larry Biland, U.S.EPA.

PFIRS Update:  Bruce Oulrey, ARB
Bruce provided a short demonstration of the PFIRS product being developed.  To see the draft prototype, go to:  http://www.arb.ca.gov/smp/progdev/PFIRS/pfirswelcome.htm and 

click on “submit.”  Initial draft products are due this month.  We hope to beta test the system beginning the middle of April 2003.

Joint ARB/Land Managers Working Group:

Bruce Oulrey, ARB/Chris Nota, U.S.Forest Service

Bruce and Chris provided a brief description of this new group made up of upper level ARB and Federal land management agency staff.  The group will meet again on February 10 and will be soliciting input from air district representatives.  A notice of the meeting from ARB to Air Pollution Control Officers and smoke management staff will be forthcoming.
Washington Land Managers Policy Update:  Corky Conover, NPS

Corky passed out a Department of Interior Memo dated January 14, 2003, that identifies national fuels management policies and priorities for this year.  Sixty percent of projects should be directed towards the wildland urban interface with more mechanical treatments and more work being contracted out.  Corky anticipates that the budget for these types of projects should remain flat for the next couple of years.

CA Fire Plan Fuels Treatment 2002  (Accomplishments)

Fire Safe Council Representative

This item has been carried over to the next meeting.

Alternatives to Burning Webpage Tutorial:
Jeff Lindberg, ARB

Jeff presented an overview of ARB’s “Alternatives to Burning” webpage that may be found at: www.arb.ca.gov/alternativestoburning  The Alternatives to Burning website can be accessed at:   http://www.arb.ca.gov/alternativestoburning
A copy of Jeff’s powerpoint presentation may be found on the IASC webpage.
IASC Round Table (Group)

Members talked about issues and concerns they are currently facing.  A summary of the concepts discussed is presented below:

NPS – Are responding to Department of Interior and Congressional Direction, have met with Tuolumne Co. APCD on Gin Flat prescribed fire lessons learned.

USFS – Jerry Gause has retire.  Working on Asbestos, MOU, PFIRS, and Air and Land Mangers working group.

USEPA – Investigating development of monitoring protocol for fire; providing input on SJVUAPCD SIP development; homeland security issues; ARB ICAT Monitoring proposal for E-BAM FRM.

ARB – Mike Kenny has left ARB to be a Superior Court Judge; Erich Linsee retired in December 2002; working on USFS/ARB MOU – sending out letter to air districts soliciting them signing on; CB3 requests should first go to the air district; we need to tally how much burning is allowed verses how much is requested; we need accurate reports of what’s really burned verses what is reported.

TRPA – Monitors are being put into place; there is a perception that prescribed burning is causing a reduction in lake clarity; there is a need to better educate the public about prescribed burning.

Nevada – Getting good information from California burners; developing mobile smoke monitoring program; working to create a Tahoe Smoke Management Group.

SJV – Going to mandatory fireplace no-burn requirement; some problem with burning of treated woods, fugitive dust; going to a new ag burn management system; media is looking at the contribution of ag burning to the air quality issue; may be moving from severe to extreme for ozone; interest in newly formed leg committee on air quality;

CDF – CANSAC is a budget issue; National weather service is restructuring – is co-located with fire weather centers; SJVAPCD/CDF MOU is working with the Fresno landfill fire; soliciting grant $$ for burns; have a nice chipper fleet in Davis; reformatting burn agreement with other burn agencies; will be facing some senior resource management retirements soon.

BAAQMD –  PM2.5 and T-17 are coming together; unhealthy PM2.5 levels are now affecting burn decisions; emissions from some burns greater than others; need better emission factors; keeping better track now of burn emissions.

Placer Co. APCD – Growth continues to be an air quality issue

Tuolumne Co. APCD – Working with NPS to help identify lessons learned from last year’s prescribed fires.

BLM – Jim Francis via phone conversation with Bruce Oulrey – have been very busy; SMP template working well with air districts and relationship with air district going well in general; hope to make next meeting or have representative attend.

2002 Prescribed Burning Lessons Learned

U.S. Forest Service April 2002 Long Fire 

Jennifer Boyd, U.S.Forest Service/Ann Hobbs, Placer Co. APCD

A copy of Jennifer and Ann’s presentation may be found on the IASC webpage.

NPS – July 2002 Wolf Complex and Gin Flat Fires 

Mike Beasley, NPS

A copy of Mike’s presentation may be found on the IASC webpage.

Future Meeting Dates and Agenda Items -- 

See IASC webpage for future meeting dates and locations.  Ed Virgin, ARB, highlighted a smoke management training meeting being conducted by ARB on March 11&12 in Sacramento.  An update on the biomass industry and a discussion on mixing heights were suggested as future meeting topics.  Many ideas from past IASC meetings and the 1/22/03 IASC brainstorming session should useful for identifying future meeting topics.
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