Nevada Smoke Management Program

Division of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Air Quality Planning (BAQP)

http://www.ndep.nv.gov/baqp/smoke1.html 

I.  Overview of the SMP

· Participants.  Federal Agencies (BLM, USFS, USFWS, NPS); state agencies (Nevada Divisions of Forestry, Wildlife, and State Lands); municipalities (generally as local fire protection districts); private companies and individuals.   Participating Federal and State Agencies signed a memorandum of understating with BAQP, indicating that they will participate in the SMP.  Agricultural Burners voluntarily participate in the SMP. 

· Regional Smoke Issues. The SMP acknowledges the role of fire in Nevada and allows the use of fire under controlled conditions to maintain healthy ecosystems while meeting the requirements of the Clean Air Act.  BAQP supports the discussion of interstate smoke transport issues through enhanced communication and the development of interstate/interagency agreements.  

II.  BAQP burn requirements 

· Requirements are dependent upon PM10 emissions.  Burners must submit a 1-page open burn variance through BAQP for burns greater than 1.0 Tons PM10.  For burns greater than 10 Tons PM10, the burner must submit a burn plan that includes identification of Smoke Sensitive Receptors, details on public and agency notification, acceptable smoke dispersal weather conditions as indicated by SASEM, and a detailed discussion of non-burning alternatives.  

· Agency Notification.  Burners are required to submit a 24-hour burn notification to BAQP, which constitutes final approval.  For fires emitting more than 10 tons PM10 and within 15 miles of the state border, BIA trust lands, Washoe or Clark Counties, the adjacent air regulator(s) must be notified prior to the burn.

· Smoke monitoring.  The extent of smoke monitoring should match the size of the fire and potential human health impacts.   Monitoring methods include visual monitoring of the plume, monitoring nuisance complaints by the public, posting personnel on roadways to monitor visibility; for larger fires lasting more than one day, a real time PM monitor may be warranted.  

III.  Burning categories  

Provided no reasonable alternative exists, open burning under this smoke management program may be conducted for the following types of projects:

a. Hazard fuel reduction; b. Slash disposal from timber sales and roads constructed within contract areas;   c. Wildlife and livestock habitat improvement; d. Forest and rangeland improvement; e. Insect, weed and disease control; f. Site preparation for revegetation; g. Watershed management and water yield improvement; h. Maintenance and improvement of natural ecosystems; i. Maintenance of threatened and endangered species; j. Other vegetative management improvement projects; k. Agricultural practices; l. Personnel training

IV.  Size and Scope of SMP  

· Geographic jurisdiction.  The provisions of the Smoke management program apply to all areas of the state EXCEPT Washoe and Clark Counties, as well as any Bureau of Indian Affairs trust lands.

· Variances and notifications.  BAQP issues ~200 Open Burn Variances each year - most variances are issued to federal agencies for fuels reduction projects; the agency receives ~250 24-hour burn notifications/year.

· Fees.  There are no fees associated with obtaining an open burn variance.  However, 4 Federal Land Management Agencies (BLM, USFS, NPS, and USFWS) have agreed to pay an annual fee that provides one-third of a Full Time Equivalent Smoke Management Coordinator position. 
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