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November 17, 2000

Mr. Gregory Schmidt

Secretary of the Senate

California State Senate

State Capitol, Room 3304

Sacramento, California  95814

Dear Mr. Schmidt:

Pursuant to Health and Safety Code section 41865, the Air Resources Board (ARB) is required to submit to the California Legislature a report on the progress of the phase-down of rice straw burning in the Sacramento Valley.  ARB is submitting the enclosed report, entitled “1999 Report to the Legislature – Progress Report on the Phase Down of Rice Straw Burning in the Sacramento Valley Air Basin” pursuant to AB 1378, to meet this requirement.

This report provides an assessment of the economic and environmental impacts of the phase down, the status of feasible and cost-effective alternatives to rice straw burning, and focuses on activities occurring since the last report submitted to the Legislature in October 1997.  The basic requirements for the phase-down of rice burning in the Sacramento Valley have been successfully met.  Alternative uses for rice straw have not been developed as quickly as anticipated, however, and additional financial incentives may be necessary to ease the economic impacts of the phase down.  

If you require further information, please contact Ms. Lynn Terry, Deputy Executive Officer, Air Resources Board, at (916) 322-2739. 

Sincerely,

Alan C. Lloyd, Ph.D.



William (Bill) J. Lyons, Jr.

Chairman





Secretary

Air Resources Board



Department of Food and Agriculture

Enclosure

cc  (with enclosure)

Appropriations Committee Members:

The Honorable Dede Alpert

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 5114

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Debra Bowen

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 4040

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable John Burton

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 205

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Martha Escutia

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 5064

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Ross Johnson

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 2054

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Patrick Johnston

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 5066

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Betty Karnette

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 3086

Sacramento, California 95814

cc:  (with enclosure)

The Honorable David G. Kelley

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 3082

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Tim Leslie

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 4081

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Bruce McPherson

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 3076

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Richard Mountjoy

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 4052

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Don Perata

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 4061

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable John Vasconcellos

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 5108

Sacramento, California 95814

cc:  (with enclosure)

Governmental Organization Committee Members:

The Honorable John Burton

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 205

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Wesley Chesbro

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 3070

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Joseph Dunn

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 2068

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Teresa Hughes

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 5050

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Maurice Johannessen

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 5061

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Ross Johnson

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 2054

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Betty Karnette

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 3086

Sacramento, California 95814

cc:  (with enclosure)

The Honorable William J. Knight

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 5082

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable John R. Lewis

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 3063

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Jack O’Connell

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 5035

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Don Perata

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 4061

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Nell Soto

The State Senate

State Capitol Room 4066

Sacramento, California 95814
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