
Importing plot files that were run outside of HARP 
 
 
HARP can import period and 1-hour plot files that were ran outside of HARP provided they are 
in the standard format as used by USEPA’s compiled version of AERMOD.  This requirement is 
necessary since some of processors (e.g., USEPA’s AERPLOT) used by HARP require this 
format in order to properly read the file.   
 
The file format is typically found in the header of a plot file.  The specification is shown as a 
FORTRAN expression.  It is not necessary to fully understand the expression; however, this 
information should be used as an indicator that the file you are trying to import may be different.  
A comparison of the column headers between a standard formatted plot file and the plot file that 
you are trying to import is the best way to see the differences. 
 
Plot File Format from USEPA’s compiled version of AERMOD 
 
Period plot file: (3(1X,F13.5),3(1X,F8.2),2X,A6,2X,A8,2X,I8.8,2X,A8) 
Maximum 1 hour plot files: (3(1X,F13.5),3(1X,F8.2),3X,A5,2X,A8,2X,A5,5X,A8,2X,I8) 
 

 
AERMOD plot files from third party software may be slightly different.  In these cases, the plot 
files must be modified before you can import them into HARP.  Files can easily be modified 
using text editors like Notepad.  There are more advanced text editors that are free online.  
Some of these text editors have the ability view the column positions and allow you to select 
entire columns. 
 
The information below is for some third party software that use AERMOD. 
 
Plot Files from LAKES AERMOD VIEW 
 
Files from Lakes do not need to be modified. 
 
 
Plot Files from BREEZE 
 
BREEZE files have an extra column at the beginning of each record.  Using a text editor, 
remove the first column at the beginning of each record.  If your text editor has a column select 



mode, you can remove the first column for each record all at once.

 


